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ABSTRACT 



This study examines the possible psychological 
effects of the Third Culture Curriculum at Emerson School (Riverside, 
California). Instruments presumed to measure "anxiety," "perception 
of others' attitude toward self," "self-attitude," "adjustment," and 
"racial attitudes" for this longitudinal study were used in obtaining 
scores from the same children in the first and third grades. A random 
sample of children from the Riverside School Study controlled for 
grade, sex, and ethnicity was used as a comparison to a randomly 
selected Emerson group. This was done to provide a base from which to 
view the Third Culture Curriculum effects at Emerson. Such a sampling 
procedure inherently carries with it the likelihood of confounding 
effects. Thus, any difference between Emerson and Riverside School 
Study pupils on the measures of interest may be due to the Third 
Culture Curriculum, other factors associated with school and home, or 
to an interaction of these factors. It is known, for instance, that 
Emerson School differs from the Riverside School Study sample in 
their teachers, their administration, their class structures, their 
rankings as to the socioeconomic status of their clientele, their 
proportions of student body racial representation, their geographical 
locations, and possibly other pertinent characteristics. Thus, any 
conclusions drawn as to the effect of the Third Culture Curriculum 
are tentative and need substantiation in further studies in other 
settings. (Author/JW) 
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Abstract 

of 

A LONGITUDINAL STUDY OF THE THIRD CULTURE CURRICULUM AT 
EMERSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 



This study examines five basic questions associated with the possible 
effects of the Third Culture Curriculum at Emerson School. What effect, if any, 
did the Third Culture Curriculum at Emerson have on (1) "anxiety," (2) "per- 
ceived attitude of others toward self," (3) "self-attitude," (4) "adjustment," 
(5) "racial attitudes," and (6) "student behavior as perceived by their 
teachers." Differences associated with sex and ethnicity are also examined. 

Appropriate to question 1. we find : 

From first to third grades "general anxiety" in children at Emerson 
decreased while "general anxiety" in the Riverside School Study 
children increased. 

Appropriate to question 2, we find : 

Emerson children reported more positive "perceptions of others' attitude 
toward self" than did the children of the Riverside School Study. 

Appropriate to question 3. we find : 

Emerson children reported more positive "self-attitudes" than did the 
children of the Riverside School Study. 

Appropriate to question 4, we find : 

No significant differences associated with "adjustment" were noted. 
Appropriate to question 5, we fin d: 

The rankings of Emerson children were less dependent upon race than 
those of the Riverside School Study children on the "kindness" of 
Negro and Anglo male pictures and Mexican -American female pictures. 

The rankings of Emerson children were also less dependent upon race 
than those of the Riverside School Study children on the "happiness" 
of Mexican-American, Negro and Anglo male pictures. However, the 
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rankings of the Negro female pictures as to "kindness" were less 
dependent upon race for the children of the Riverside School Study 
than were the rankings of the Emerson children. No significant 
differences were detected in the responses of the Emerson and 
Riverside School Study children as to the "kindness" of the Anglo 
female pictures and the Mexican-American male pictures* This was 
also true for the responses as to "happiness" for the female Negro, 
Mexican-American, and Anglo pictures. 

Appropriate to question 6. we find : 

Emerson students were characterized by their teachers as (1) more 
"achievement oriented," (2) less "anxious" and (3) more "attentive" 
than were Riverside School Study students. 
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A LONGITUDINAL STUDY OF THE THIRD CULTURE CURRICULUM AT 
EMERSON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 



Introduction 

This study' is an exploration of possible effects of the Third Culture 
Curriculum as developed and implemented at Emerson Elementary School. Instru- 
ments presumed to measure "anxiety," "perception of others' attitude toward 
self," "self-attitude," "adjustment" and "racial attitudes" for this longi- 
tudinal study were used in obtaining scores from the same children in th? 
first and third grades. A random sample of children from the Riverside 
School Study controlled for grade, sex and ethnicity was used as a comparison 
to a randomly selected Emerson group. This was done to prov ; de a base from 
which to view the Third Culture Curriculum effects at Emerson. Such a sampling 
procedure inherently carries with it the likelihood of confounding effects. 
Thus, any difference between Emerson and Riverside School Study pupils on the 
measures of interest may be due to the Third Culture Curriculum, other factors 
associated with school and home or to an interaction of these factors. We 
know, for instance, that Emerson School differs from the Riverside School 
Study sample in their teachers, their administration, their class structures, 
their rankings as to the socioeconomic status of their clientele, their pro- 
portions of student body racial representation, their geographical locations 
and possibly other pertinent characteristics. Thus, any conclusions drawn as 
to the effect of the Third Culture Curriculum are tentative and need substan- 
tiation in further studies in other settings. 



Description 

The Third Culture Curriculum is an attempt to better interracial under- 
standings in elementary school settings through a curriculum project aimed at 
sensitizing children to other cultures. Under this approach, teachers and 
children enter into an in-depth study of a culture (such as Indian) that is 
different from any culture or ethnic group represented in the classroom. 

The emphasis is upon the role of the child as he advances toward adulthood. 
Such a study provides an opportunity to understand better one's own cultural 
background and society as it is compared to the structures, attitudes, and 
problems of other societies. For the disadvantaged child who has had little 



Funds for this project were granted by the Office of Compensatory 
Education, California State Department of Education under provisions of 
the McAteer Act. 



ERIC 



4 



-2 



experience or interest in middle class oriented social studies units, such 
as the home or the community, there are obvious advantages to a high interest 
neutral-ground course of study. 



Analytical Results 

The specific questions of interest and the analytical results follow. 

1 o What effect, if any, did the Third Culture Curriculum have on 

"general anxiety" of the Emerson pupils? Did the effect increase 
with time? 

The "genera! anxiety^'measure derived from Sarason ^ consisted of fifteen 
dichotomous items with yes and no choice possibilities. The individual mean 
of negative choices was used as an indicator of the extent of pupil anxiety. 

Emerson and Riverside School Study first grade chi Idren did not differ 
significantly in "general anxiety" on the Spring, 1967 measurement. The mean 
scores did, however, favor the Emerson group, and at the remeasurement of these 
pupils in 19&9, the difference was significant (.10), The interesting fact is 
that "general anxiety" in pupils at Emerson decreased over this period of time 
while it increased in the Riverside School Study pupils . 

2. What effect, if anv. did the Third Culture Curriculum have on 
"school anxiety" of Emerson pupils? Did the effect increase 
with time? 

The "school anxiety" measure was also derived from Sarason, and was 
used in the same manner in which the "general anxiety" measure was used. 

The combined mean (1967 and 1969) "school anxiety" scores favored the 
Emerson group, but the difference was not significant . "School anxiety" 
significantly increased (.10) from the first grade measurement in I 967 to 
the third grade 1969 measurement for both Emerson and Riverside School Study 
pupils* The rate of increase for the two populations did not significantly 
differ. 



3. What effect, if any, did the Third Cul ture Curricul urn have on the 
"perception of others' attitude toward self" of Emerson pupils? 
Did the effect increase with time? 

The "perception of others' attitude toward self" measure was derived 
from various standard personality measurement instruments such as those of 
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Sarason, Anxiety in Elementary School Children (New York: Wiley, 
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